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SANTA CLARA OFFICE 
February 24, 2009 
Report 09-050-0036 
 
L.H. VOSS 
2445 Vista Del Monte 
Concord, CA  94520 
 
Attn:  Butch Voss 
 
RE:  BIOSWALE SOIL 
 
Background 
 
The sample received 2/19 represents Bioswale Soil in need of evaluation regarding its 
suitability to support landscape plants.   
 
Analytical Results 
 
The pH at 6.7 is slightly acidic and in the range preferred by most plants.  Natural lime is 
suitably absent. Potentially problematic salinity and sodium are safely low and the SAR 
value indicates calcium and magnesium adequately balance soluble sodium.  Boron is 
slightly elevated but would not be troublesome for most plants.   
 
Organic content at 5.7% on a dry weight basis is in good range for new plantings. 
 
Available nutrient levels show low nitrogen and potassium.  Phosphorus, manganese and 
iron are fair.  Sulfate is ample to provide some reserve with all other major and minor 
nutrients sufficient. 
 
Comments 
 
Analyses reveal a slight excess of boron that would not be troublesome for most plants.  
Only very sensitive species might experience some burn on the oldest foliage.  Given the 
very sandy, coarse soil composition observed it is quite possible that some boron will wash 
out of the root zone with rainfall or routine irrigation.   
 
Organic content is in the desired range for new plantings to help retain moisture and 
nutrients in the root zone.  You might consider applying a complete slow release fertilizer 
per the label rate at the time of planting to supplement nitrogen, phosphorus and 
potassium to support healthy plant establishment.  An organic fertilizer with a 5-5-5 analysis 
might be applied at a rate of 15 pounds per 1000 square with refertilization scheduled at 2-
3 month intervals. 

HEIDI FISHER  Email 2 pages. 
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